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IN THE COURT OF APPEAL OF THE DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST  

REPUBLIC OF SRI LANKA 

-------------------------------------------------------- 

In the matter of an application for mandate in the 

nature of Certiorari and Mandamus under Article 

140 of the Constitution.    

 

M.A.D.Rupasinghe, 

“Tilakasiri”    Kaikawala 

 Induruwa. 

   Petitioner 

C.A/WRIT/App/No. 328/2007   -Vs- 

1.  Post Master General 

Central Postal Exchange 

Colombo 1 

And seven (07) others. 

     Respondents 

 

BEFORE   : S.SRISKANDARAJAH, J, 

     D.S.C.LECAMWASAM,J, 

 

COUNSEL   : S.Amarasekera for the Petitioner. 

 Mrs.Viveka Siriwardene de Silva SSC for the 1st,2nd 4th ,6th 

and 8th Respondents. 

 Rohan Sahabundu for the 5th Respondent.  

Argued on   :  12.11.2009 

Decided on   :  01.06.2010 
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S.Sriskandarajah, J. 

The Petitioner had been functioning as a substitute minor employee attached to the 

General Post Office from 30.05.1974 to 01.05.1980. The Petitioner when continuing in 

the said post was asked to cover a vacancy of a Messenger in the Central Telegraphic 

Office from 02.05.1980 to 20.07.1980. Petitioner thereafter lost his employment as a 

result of being involved in the 1980 July workers strike. The Petitioner resumed duty on 

2.04.1982 and he was attached to Central Telegraphic Office. In August 1980 the 

General Post Office was divided into two departments namely; Postal Department and 

Telecommunication Department. The employees of the two departments worked 

together at the Central Telegraphic Office and continued their services together in the 

same premises due to dependency on each other’s services. In view of circular 

PMG/PA/14/80 and ESH 461(80) dated 9.9.1980 jointly issued by the Post Master 

General and the Director Telecommunications the employment of all messengers 

remained under the Post Master General. In 1984 all junior staff attached to Central 

Telegraphic Office were requested to give their option as to which department they 

would prefer to continue their service. The Respondents contended that by document 

marked P3B it is evident that the Petitioner was aware that he had to make a request to 

join the Department of Telecommunications which the Petitioner had not done. As the 

Petitioner has not made a request to join the Department of Telecommunications he 

remained in the Postal Department. As an employee of the Postal Department the 

Petitioner cannot express his preference to become employee of the Sri Lanka Telecom, 

only the employees of the Department of Telecommunications could express such 

preference. The Post Master General confirmed the Petitioner in his post by letter dated 

28.08.1986 and the conformation was with effect from 2.05.1980 (P1). 

 

The Petitioner’s claim that he was a Telecom employee is based on the premise that 

when he was transferred to the Central Mail Exchange he made an appeal to the 

Telecom for his payments and privileges  and accordingly he was paid a sum of 

Rs.2,38,000/- being the arrears of salary difference . This position of the Petitioner that 
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he was a Telecom employee was denied by the 5th Respondent the Chairman Sri Lanka 

Telecom and he explained that a decision was taken to pay extra remuneration to those 

who were not employees of Sri Lanka Telecom (Corporation) but those who assisted Sri 

Lanka Telecom employees and worked together in carrying out the delivery services.  

 

The Petitioner functioned as a messenger for express post delivery in the Central Mail 

Exchange from 1.06.1994 to 19.04.1995. After this period he was transferred to Boralla 

Post Office by the Post Master General (P4). With effect from 1.05.2004 the Petitioner 

was promoted to the post of postman by the Post Master General, which position he 

held until his retirement on 30.03.2007. 

 

The Petitioner has not established that he was an employee of the Telecommunication 

Department or an employee of the Sri Lanka Telecom. On the other hand the facts and 

circumstances reveal that he is an employee of the Postal Department. In these 

circumstances the decision taken by the Post Master General to transfer the Petitioner 

to the Central Mail Exchange from 01.06.1994 cannot be challenged as arbitrary or 

against the rules of natural justice. As the Petitioner has not established any ground to 

issue a writ of certiorari this court dismisses this application without costs. 

 

Judge of the Court of Appeal 

 

D.S.C.Lecamwasam, J 

    I agree, 

Judge of the Court of Appeal 


